Friar Manrique in Danger of Decapitation
Accordingly they wrote him a letter, describing what had hap-
pened and asking him to arrange transport for them to Hijli and
thence on to Hugli, as it was impossible to say what might happen
to the sMp. A man was found to take the letter.
TMs turned out, however, to have been an unfortunate move.
Had the Captain and the patrol officer been left toarrange matters
between themselves, all might have been well. The letter had the
effect of bringing a third party on the scene. The man carrying it
was stopped before he got to Hijli by the Commandant of Military
Police, who happened to be on tour with a mounted force. When
tMs officer gathered from the messenger that a Portuguese sMp
was ashore, he immediately decided to cut out the river patrol and
himself do the squeezing he guessed was in progress. As Ms force
consisted of three hundred men, he should be able to frighten the
Portuguese effectively. Giving the order to gallop, he arrived
witMn the hour.
His methods were more brusque than those of his colleague,
who no doubt thought it prudent not to provoke the Portuguese
past bearing, having regard to their firearms. Directing Ms men
to board the sMp, open the hatchways and the luggage of the
passengers, he himself sent for the Captain and the friars.
Opening the conversation in an insinuating manner, he asked
Comacho to be good enough to let him have the keys of the chests
on board. Comacho replied that the chests -were private property
and the keys were with their owners, adding sarcastically that in
any case the Commandant had no need of keys, seeing that his
men had already broached the chests and hatchways.
The Commandant then played Ms next card. With apparent
ferocity he gave orders that the Captain and one of the friars
should be decapitated forthwith. * Thereupon, they seized the
Captain and myself, who stood nearest to him,' writes Manrique.
61 was seriously frightened, but took heart when I saw the Captain
laugh.' Comacho was a man of great experience. He knew the
methods of the Mughal officials. He also knew that the Comman-
dant could not proceed to extremities. If he made too much
noise, Ms superior officers would hear, and if they heard, they
would take charge and he would get nothing.
However, he made a great effort to intimidate the Captain, so as
to be able to raise Ms price, telling Ms peons to bind both Mm and
Manrique. Shouting and threatening, the fellows dragged them
away as if to immediate execution. In spite of the Captain's re-
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